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C-l-mp. V. Neitber eftablifbed by Rules of Art.
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who have been for feveral yearsingaged in this Work, I cannot conje-
¢ture. Tis related of Chilperick King of Framceythat he did, for the com-
pendioufnefs of writing, addto the Fresch Alphabet thefe five Letters,
3. %. v £ 4, injoyning by a ftri¢t and folemn Edit the reception and
ufe of them through his Dominions 5 and that in all Schools Youths
fhould be inﬁimtc§ in the ufe of them. And yet, notwithitanding his
Authority in impofing of them, they were prefently afterhis death laid
afide and difufed. . .

As to onr own Language, feveral perfonshave taken much pains a-
bout the Orthography 0% it. That Learned Knight Sir Thomaes Smith, Se-
cretary to Queen Elizabeth, and fometime her Embafladorinto France,
hath publifhed an elegant Difcourfe in Latin, De reda & emendata Lin.
gne Anglicane [criptione. After him, this Subjet was in another Difcourfe

ofecuted by one of the Heralds, who calls himfelt Chefler 5 who was
gllowed by one #ade, that writ to the fame purpole. After thefe, Ba/-
laker endeavoured to add to, and alter diversthings intholg others that
preceded him; who was fucceeded in the fame attempt by Alexander
Gilljin his Englifh Grammar. And yet foinvincible 1s Cuftom, that ftill
we retain the {ame errors and incongruities in writing which our Fore-
fathers taught us, .

CHAP. V.

1. That neither Letsers mor Langnages bave beenregular! gﬂabbﬁed by

the rules of Art. 11. The natural Ground or Principle of the feveral
ways of Communication amongi¥ men, 111. The firft thingto be pro-
vided for in the eftablifhing of a Philofophical Charader or Language,

#sa juft enumeration of all fuch things and netions to which names
are to be affigned. |

FRoql what hath been already faid it may appear, thatthere areno
Letters or Languages that have been at once invented and eftablifhed
according to the Rules of Art; butthat all, excegt the firft, (of which
we know nothing {o certain as, ‘that it was not made by human Art ucron
Experience ) have been either taken up from that firft, and derived by
way of Imitation s or elfe, in a long tralt of time, have, upon leveral
emergencies , admitted various and cafual alterations ; by which means

~ they muft needs be liable tomanifold defeéts and imperfections, that in

a Language at once invented and according to the rules of Art might
be calgl‘;'a avoided. Nor could this otherwife be, becaufe that very Art
by which Language fhould ‘be regulated, viz. Grammar, is of much /a-
ger invention then.Languages themfelves, being zdarp(ed to what was al-
ready in being, rather then the Rule of making it fo. |

Though the Hebrew Tongue be the molt ancient, ({et Rabbi Tudah
Ching of Fezin Afric, wholived 4. D, 1040. wasthe firft that reduced it
tothe Art of Grammar. And though there were both Greek and Latin
Grammarians much more ancient 3 yet were there none in either,till a
long time afterthofe Languages flourithed : whichisthe true reafon of
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T be firft Principle of Communication. Book I
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all thofe Anomalifmsin Grammar; becaufe the 4rt was futed to Lan-

gnage, and not ‘Language to the Art.  Platois faid to be the firft that con-

Polydor Nirgil, fidered Grammar : Ariftotle the firft that by writing did reduce it into

lib.x.cap.7.
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an Art : and Epicurus the firft thac publickly taught it among(t the

Grecians.

And for the Latin, Crates Mallotes, Embafiador to the Roman Senate
from King Attalus, betwixt the fecond and third Punic War, prefently af-
ter the death of Exmins, U. C. 583. was the firft that brought in the Art
of Grammar amongft the Romans, faith Suetonius. |

Thefe being fome of the Defelts or Imperfections in thofe Letters or
Languages,which are already known, may afiord direction, what is to be
avoided by thofe who propofe to themielves the Invention of a new
Charaiter or Language , whichbeing the principal end of this Difcourfe,
I fhall in the next place proceed to lay down the firft Foundations

of it,

As men do generally agree inthe fame Principle of Reafon, fodo
tgey likewife agree in the fame Intermal Notion or Apprehenfion of
things, |

Tghe External Expre[fion of thefe Mental notions , whereby men com-
municate their thoughts toone another, iseitherto the E4r , or to the
Eye.

)To the Ear by Sounds, and more particularly by Articulate 7oice and
Words. - '

To the Eye by any thing that is 2ifible, Motion, Light, Colour, Figure 5
and more particularly by Writing.

That conceit which men have in their minds concerning a Horfe or
Tree, isthe Notion or mental Image of that Bealt, or natural thing, of
{uch a nature,fhape and ufe- The Names given tothele in feveral Lan-
guages,are fuch arbitrary founds or words,as Nations of men have agreed
upon, either cafually or defignedly, to exprefs theirMental notions of
them. The Writtem word isthe figure or piture of that Sound.

So that if men fhould generally confent upon the fame way or man-
ncr of Expreffion, as they do agree inthe fame Notion, we {hould then be
freed from that Curfe in the Confufion of Tongues, with all the unhap-
py confequences of it. |

Now this can onely be done, eitherby enjoyning {ome one Language
and Character to be univerfally learnt and praétifed, (which is not to ge
expelted , till fome perfon attaintothe Univerfal Monarchy ; and per-
haps would not be d%ne then : ) or elfe by propofing lome fuch way as,
by itsfacility and ufefulnefs, ( without the impofition of Authority )
might #zwite and ingage men to the learning of it 5 which isthe thing
here attempted. -

~ Inorder to this, The firft thing to be confidered and enquired into is,
Concerning a juft Enumeration and delcription of fuch things or notions
as are to have Marks or Names afligned to them.

The chief Difficulty and Labour will be fo to contrive the Enumera-
tion of things and notions, as that they may be full and edegnate, without
any Redundancy or Deficiency asto the Number of them, and regu/ar asto
their Place ang Order. 5
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“If to every thing and notion there were afligned a diftint 22ark , to-
-gether with{ome provifior to exprefs Grammatical Derivationsand In-
flexions 5 this might fuffice asto one great end of a Real Charaifer, name-
ly 5 the expreflionof our Conceptions by Afarks which fhould fignifie
things , and not werds. And fo likewife if {feveral diftint words were
affigned for the mames of fuch things, with certain invariable Rules for
all fuch Grammatical Derivations and Inflexions, and fuch onely, asare
natural and neceflary 5 this would make a much more eafie and conveni-
ent Lauguage then is yet in being. * |

But now if thele A2arks or Notes could be {o contrived, as to have fuch
a dependance upon, and relationto, one another, as might be futableto
the nature of the things and notions which they reprefented 5 and fo
likewife, if the Names of things could be fo ordered, asto contain fucha
kind of affinity or dppofition intheir letters and founds, as might be fome
way anfwerable to the nature of the things which they fignified 5 This
would yetbe a farther advantdge fuperadded : by which, befidesthe
beft way of helping the Memory by natural Method , the Underflanding

“likewife would be highly improved ; and we fhould, by learning the
Charadfer and the Names of things, be inftructed likewile in their Na-
#ures, the knowledg of both which ought to be conjoyned.

For the accurate effecting of this,it would be necefiary, that the Theo-
7y 1t {elf,upon which fuch a defign were to be founded, thould be exact-
2' futedto the nature of things. But, upon fuppofal that this Theory is
defective, either as to the Fulnef or the Order of it, this muft needsadd
much perplexity to any fuch Attempt, and render it 7zperfed. And that
this 1sthe cale with that common Theory already received , need not
much be doubted ; which may afford fome excufe asto feveral of thofe
things which may feem to be lefs conveniently difpofed of in the follow-
ing Tables, or Schemes propofed in the next part. »

The End of the Firft Part.



